
Year of Mercy Corner 

 

Key Passage from the readings: 
Jesus said, “I still have many things to say to you, but you 
cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he 
will guide you into all the truth: for he will not speak on his 
own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare 

to you the things that are to come.” 
(John 16:12-13a) 

 
Year of Mercy Question & Quest of the Week: 

 
Adults: In what difficult situation has the Holy Spirit 
helped you see more clearly? 
 
Youth: What are some of the ways the Holy Spirit has 
helped you in your life? 
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Let’s do Acts of Mercy for 52 weeks! Each week an Act of Mercy suggestion 
will be offered in the “Mercy Corner”.  These will be simple suggestions for doing 
good works during the week. Take photos or write a small blurb of when 
someone has shown YOU mercy and attach it to the Mercy Wall in the 
Worship Space. 
 
This week: The Spirit of Truth. Keep holy cards, short prayers or blessed medals 
handy and give them out to people you meet (as the Holy Spirit inspires you) as a 
blessing to others. 

Re
fl
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“For the source of our joy is ‘an endless desire to show mercy, the fruit of our own 
experience of the power of the Father’s infinite mercy’ (Evangelii Gaudium, 24)… 
This is what the Lord tells us today. A Christian finds joy in mission: Go out to 
people of every nation! A Christian experiences joy in following a command: Go 
forth and proclaim the good news! A Christian finds ever new joy in answering a 
call: Go forth and anoint! Jesus sends his disciples out to all nations. To every 
people. We too were part of all those people of two thousand years ago. Jesus did 
not provide a short list of who is, or is not, worthy of receiving his message and 
his presence. Instead, he always embraced life as he saw it.”  
(Pope Francis during his visit to Washington, DC, September 2015) 
 

 



Catholic Life and Faith May, 2016

Mercy Through the Power of the Holy Spirit 
by Leisa Anslinger 

Remember the apostles just before Pentecost? They were fearful, 
unsure, and doubtful. Following the descent of the Holy Spirit upon 
them, they proclaimed the Good News of Jesus’ passion, death and 
resurrection, and the world was never the same! This same Spirit has 
already been given to us. Through Baptism and in a special way in 
Confirmation, we receive the Holy Spirit, and are imbued with the 
Spirit’s gifts of wisdom, understanding, knowledge, right judgment, 
courage, reverence, and wonder and awe of the Lord. Each gift 
provides what we need in order to live our lives as Christian disciples 
in the world. When we are mindful of this, we find that we draw on 
these gifts and the Holy Spirit’s presence with and among us, every 
day. Such mindfulness seems rare, however. It is not uncommon to 
hear priests, catechists, and other leaders refer to the Holy Spirit as 
the often-forgotten person of the Holy Trinity. The Spirit of the Lord is 
always with us, but we may not appreciate and therefore rely upon 
the Holy Spirit in the ways that we might. This inattentiveness to the 
Spirit’s presence and gifts may result in our feeling as though “it’s all 
up to us” as we strive to live as disciples. We think small and act 
accordingly, rather than allowing the Holy Spirit to embolden us, 
giving us all we need to make an impact in the world in Christ’s name. 

In this Year of Mercy, we are encouraged to reach out with the mercy 
of God to all who need it. The spiritual and corporal works of mercy, 
listed below, are specific ways we may do this. Especially this month, 
as we celebrate Pentecost, let us be attentive to the Holy Spirit’s 
presence. May we call upon the Spirit to give us wisdom and 
understanding as we try to comprehend the needs of others; may we 
know God’s ways with right judgment and find the courage to share 
mercy even when it is uncomfortable to do so. Let us draw near to 
our Lord in the Eucharist and sacraments with reverence and wonder, 
allowing our hearts to be filled with awe in God’s love for us and for 
the world. Come, Holy Spirit! 
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Come, Holy Spirit! 

Fill the hearts of your 
faithful and kindle in 
us the fire of your 
love. 

Send forth your Spirit 
and we shall be 
created and you shall 
renew the face of the 
earth. 
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From Pope Francis 

“The Christian heart 
is always 
magnanimous. It is 
open, always. It is 
not a heart that is 
closed in on its own 
selfishness or one 
that’s calculating: up 
to this point, up to 
here. When you 
enter this light of 
Jesus, when you 
enter into Jesus’ 
friendship, when you 
let yourself be 
guided by the Holy 
Spirit, the heart 
becomes open, 
magnanimous.” 

-Homily, January 28, 2016

While each of us has been given the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we 
will use those gifts differently, fulfilling our call as disciples of 
our Lord Jesus Christ in our daily lives at home, in our 
workplace or school, parish, local and world communities. 
Discerning the ways in which we are called to contribute is only 
truly possible through the working of the Holy Spirit, in the 
company of others in community. Let us think about this in 
relationship to our call to be people of mercy. 

The first step in discernment is prayer. Open your mind and 
heart to the presence of the Holy Spirit. Invite God to give you 
wisdom to know what you are called to do, and courage and 
strength to answer the call. Bring to mind the many facets of 
your life, and identify one way you might grow as a person who 
knows and shares God’s mercy with others. 

Secondly, consider your gifts and talents. Perhaps you have 
done the Clifton StrengthsFinder. If you have, share your Top 5 
talent themes with your partner or group. If you have not, take 
time to acknowledge the things you naturally do well — this is 
not a time for false humility, but rather it is a time to give glory 
to God by sharing the talents with which God has blessed you. 

Next, consider new possibilities. It may be that you feel 
called to expand upon something that is already a part of your 
life. Maybe you feel called to take on a new form of service, a 
new attentiveness to others, a deeper commitment to living 
discipleship. Talk with your partner or group about all of this. 
Do not hold back, and listen to their insights. Discernment 
happens in the context of community because we need the 
perspective and honesty of others to truly see ourselves and 
the ways in which we may be called to act.  

Finally, pray again, and often! Sit with your discernment in the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. In time, you will have a strong 
sense of what you are called to do. You have the gifts and 
talents. Use them to share God’s mercy with others! 

The Corporal Works of Mercy: Feed the Hungry ✢ Give Drink to the Thirsty ✢ Clothe the Naked ✢ Shelter 

the Homeless ✢ Visit the Sick ✢  Visit the Imprisoned ✢  Bury the Dead 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy: Counsel the Doubtful ✢  Instruct the Ignorant ✢ Admonish Sinners ✢ Comfort 

the Afflicted ✢  Forgive Offenses ✢ Bear Wrongs Patiently ✢  Pray for the Living and the Dead 

Stewards of God’s Mercy 
by Leisa Anslinger 


